Your Wedding:  An Act of Christian Worship

     Your wedding is distinctly a Christian wedding not only because of your Christian faith but also because it will be an act of Christian worship.  Your rehearsal, the wedding ceremony, and everything that takes place in the Sanctuary will reflect that your wedding is an act of worship.  For centuries Christians have come to the church to receive the rites of Baptism and other services of the church.  So now you have come expecting the church to provide you the rites of Christian Marriage.  We of the Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church are happy that you are having your wedding in the church.  We wish you every happiness in your new life.

Ministers

     All arrangements pertaining to the service of marriage shall be made in full consultation with the Minister.

IMPORTANT:  The Minister of a United Methodist Church is in charge.  The Minister has complete authority over any and all religious services at the church, whether he/she performs the ceremony or not.  If the Minister asks that a thing be done a certain way, or that something under consideration not be done, his/her wishes must be followed.  A person to “direct” the wedding may be engaged, but this person should be informed by the bride that the minister’s wishes must be followed if any disagreement occurs during the rehearsal.

     The Minister of this church shall officiate at your service unless you desire some other Minister to assist or to perform the ceremony.  The Minister must approve and issue an invitation to the guest Minister.  The guest Minister shall adhere to the regulations for weddings in the church and shall indicate the same to the Minister when the invitation is extended.

Scheduling Your Wedding

     To schedule your wedding you must contact the church office and request a tentative wedding date and a consultation with the Minister.  Following these consultations, complete and return the Wedding Application form indicating that you agree to abide by the wedding guidelines.  Your date will then be confirmed.
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Use of the Sanctuary

     The Sanctuary is available for your wedding.  It requires very little decoration for any kind of worship service, including weddings.  We urge your restraint in the use of flowers and other decorations.

     Questions are often asked concerning the arrangement of the church for weddings.  We have worked out a procedure for this particular church, which we are giving you for your convenience.  The following quotation is taken from the Manual, Methodist Altars:
“The church should be made as festive and beautiful as it is possible to make it, but it should keep the atmosphere of a church, a House of Worship.  It should be remembered that a church wedding is a service of worship and consecration, a religious ceremony.  The bride-to-be has a wide range of choices as to the kind of wedding she will have.  It may be a civil ceremony, or she may plan a home wedding with a sacred and impressive service, or she may choose to be married in a garden, surrounded by beautiful flowers.  But if she decides to be married at the altar of the church, then certainly no attempt should be made to change the church into a garden scene, or to move the furniture just in order to make room for an elaborate floral display.”

Our Policies in regard to weddings are as follows:

     No pictures (see details in the section on Pictures) shall be taken during the wedding ceremony, but may be taken either before or after the ceremony.  Please inform your photographer.  Consult the Minister on this item.

     No birdseed, rice, confetti, or other material shall be used inside the church or during the reception if it is held in the Fellowship Hall or gym.  Birdseed may be used outside only.  All containers, ribbons, netting, etc. must be picked up from the parking lot (except the birdseed).

     The parties to be married should arrange with the florist or some other person to have the church cleared of all greenery, flowers, candles, etc. as soon 
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as possible after the ceremony for the custodian to have the church in order for the next service to be held.

     No plastic flowers or plastic greenery may be used to decorate the Sanctuary.

     No plants, palms, candelabras, nails, pins, screws, tacks, tape, glue, or adhesive are to be placed on any pews, chancel furniture, kneeling rail or used in pew markers.

     Candles used in candelabras must be protected by florist paper on the carpet to prevent dripping.  In case of violation of any of these rules, resulting in damage, the florist or parties decoration will be held responsible.  The church will have damages repaired and the bill will be sent to the florist responsible.  Florist paper must be used even with so-called “drip proof” candles.  The candles shall not be lighted until this precaution has been taken.

     The church building will be reserved for you when your name is written on the church calendar.  The date must be cleared with the church secretary or the pastor.

     No furniture in the church will be moved, other than the baptismal font, flags, and/or flower stands.  Nothing is to be put on the pulpit.  Nothing shall be placed on the altar or in front of the altar so that the altar is obscured.  No decorations or flowers may be placed on the chancel rail or kneeling cushions.  In case of breakage or damage, those responsible are expected to cheerfully pay for same.

     The church paraments, either in the color of the church season or in white, will be used.  Seasonal adornments used in the Sanctuary (such as Chrismon Trees) are to be left in place as part of the service of the wedding.

A set of directions is provided for you to give to the florist and caterer explaining these policies.  You will be responsible for seeing that they understand and abide by these regulations.  Also, be sure to have the florist and caterer sign their copy of the rules and regulations and return them to the church office as soon as possible.
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Music

     Since your wedding is an act of Christian worship, you will want the music to be in keeping with that religious purpose.

     The church organist shall normally play for all weddings.  In the event the church organist is not available you may wish to provide your own organist.  You may want a friend to sing or play an instrument at your wedding.  All music must be selected with the consent of the church organist.  Popular songs may be appropriate at the reception, but not all are appropriate for Sanctuary use.

Pictures

     You may want a pictorial record of your wedding.  You may want video pictures, or movies as well as photographs.  These are a vital part of your wedding event.

     Any pictures made during the service must take into account that it is an act of worship.  No pictures requiring special lights or flash may be taken during the service.  Video camera positions, that may permit pictures to be made during the ceremony using existing light, may be used.  The minister will advise the photographer of positions from which processional and recessional pictures may be made.

     Following and preceding the service, lighted pictures may be taken in the Sanctuary.  If you have a reception you are encouraged to take as many pictures as possible at times other than immediately following the services.  This prevents your guests from a long wait to greet you.

     YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SEEING THAT YOUR GUESTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS ABIDE BY THESE REGULATIONS.  A set of directions is provided for you to give to the photographer.  You are responsible for seeing that the photographer is informed and adheres to them. Also, be sure to have the photographer sign their copy of the rules and regulations and return it to the church office as soon as possible.

Other Church Facilities

     The church provides a Parlor and other dressing areas, a fellowship hall with kitchen, and other facilities for your use.  Reservations for all facilities must be made when you submit your application.  The Minister can advise you of all
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available facilities and help you plan for their use.

     There are guidelines for your caterer explaining the use of these facilities.  You are responsible for making certain that they are adhered to.

Church Wedding Liaison

     A representative from the church will be the liaison for you and the church.  This person will be present at the rehearsal and the wedding to answer any questions you might have and to represent the church on behalf of the wedding policies enclosed in this wedding packet.

Costs

     A list of charges for the use of the church and for the services of those who will help you is included in your wedding packet.

General Information

     There are certain regulations that are obvious in a church setting.  There will be no alcoholic beverages served in the church buildings.  Smoking inside the church buildings is prohibited.  No food or drink is allowed anywhere in the buildings except for the kitchen, fellowship hall area, and gym if used for the reception.

     The gym floor must be covered by the custodian before any activities involving the gym begin.  The tables and chairs in the fellowship hall are to be moved out by the custodian only.  The enclosed application form will have additional information.

     All church facilities must be left as they are found.

     If you would like to leave your flowers for a service of Sunday worship, the Minister will assist you in making these arrangements.

     Please fill out the enclosed application form and return it to the church office as soon as possible.

     We know that the time of planning for your wedding is both exciting and exhausting.  We pray that it might be filled with joy and anticipation and that your plans result in a ceremony which is deeply meaningful to you and one you will always cherish in memory.
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