OUR RECORD OF STEWARDSHIP

CHURCH SCHOOL
April 5      April 12

Children’s Div.
    7
   2


Youth Div.
    4
   6


Adult Div.
   72
  76


Total Sunday School
   83
  84

MORNING WORSHIP
  149           
 225

EVENING WORSHIP
   21
  

TITHES & OFFERINGS
April 5      April 12

General Budget
$11,595.81
$6,297.00


Missions
       110.00
     105.00


Miscellaneous
    2,699.50  
  1,182.71
1st Capital Stewardship Campaign

May 28, 2006 – June 30, 2009

Goal          

$300,000.00

Amount Pledged

$268,550.00

Received April 5

$    1,465.00

Received April 12

$       220.00
Received to Date

$279,104.62
VISITORS WELCOMED TO OUR CHURCH

Sunday, April 5:   Lisa McGowan    Alicia Lowe

Alexia Michels
 Nancy Ricciardi

Sunday, April 12:  Courtney Laird
John Leath

Lisa, Brandi, & Heather McGowan

Barry Ambrose, Sr.                 Chase Ramsey

Jim Green
Lisa & Sarah Miller

OUR KNOWN SICK & SHUT-INS

AT HOME

  Margaret Hogan

  Faye Britton

  Ann Dally Robertson
  Florence Milazzo

  Bonnie McKee

  Edna Kozell

  Christine Carter

  Cecil McDonald

  Garland Morris

  

NURSING HOME

NURSING HOME   

  Caroline Timmons
  Ruth Comer

  Berlye Howton

  Lecil & Millie Dill
  Leah Dunn

ASSISTED LIVING
PRINCETON
  Joe Skilling

  Jimmy Davidson

ADDITIONAL PRAYER LIST
In Afghanistan:  Matt Weems

Renee Jones
Pat Belcher
April Nichols

Joe Hicks 
Joyce Bodiford
Bill Van Dusen

Hershal Morrow    Ray Williams
       Michael

Anonymous
Cecil Emmerick
Ann Reeves

Kathryn McCormack             Trisha Jones Brown
Walt, Jason, Brandi, & Sidney Mellown

Magaly Stevens Munoz
John Black

Cynthia, Paulina, & Pablo Zambrano Stevens

Jared & Heather Posey
Juanita Moore

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Capital Improvement Fund
IN MEMORY OF:  Chester Ray Green

From:
George & Donna Thomas



Gary & Myra Aultman

IN MEMORY OF:  Jackie Kearley

From:
George & Donna Thomas



Gary & Myra Aultman

IN MEMORY OF:  Edna Smith Daniels

From:
Gary & Myra Aultman

IN MEMORY OF:  Irene Smith Hurst

From:
Gary & Myra Aultman



Gary, Jill, Beth, & Stephen Vincent

IN HONOR OF:  Bill & Eloise Sadberry

From:
A very grateful friend

Picnic Area Fund
IN HONOR OF:  The Aultmans

From:
Gary, Jill, Beth, & Stephen Vincent

IN MEMORY OF:  Edna Smith Daniels & 



                   Irene Smith Hurst

From:
Paul Teat

IN MEMORY OF:  Irene Smith Hurst &



                  Jackie Kearley

From:
Jerry & Jane Daw

THANK YOU
Dear Church Members,  We were grateful for the meal; there was an abundance of food.  We also appreciated the snowball plant.  

                                                       Jane Nelson

Our sincerest appreciation for the cards, prayers, and memorials given in memory of my mother, Jackie Kearley.  

                                         Al Kearley & Family

A huge thank you to my church family for your thoughts, prayers, visits, cards, and donations in memory of my aunt, Edna Smith Daniels.                    George Thomas & Family
SYMPATHY
The Staff & Congregation of Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church extend our deepest sympathy to George Thomas & Family in the death of his aunt, Edna Smith Daniels.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Wednesday night fellowship supper

6:00 p.m. - FLC Fell. Hall

Please turn in your reservations by each Sunday before the Wednesday night.

$7.00 per plate

Standing Reservations 
This Wednesday night only 

Name_________________# of reservations ____
FROM THE MISSION TEAM

Use your talents and skills to start now working on crafts, woodworking, embroidery, sewing, floral arrangements, etc. for the fall Harvest Festival.  There will be a table for church members to donate items to be sold for Missions.  You can donate 1 or 20 items; whatever you would like to do.  Later you will have information on where you can bring your items.  Thank you in advance.

WORSHIP FLOWERS – The 2009 Flower Calendar is available in the church office.  The cost is $43.  The following dates are available:   April 19, April 26, May 17, May 24, May 31, June 7, June 14, June 21, June 28.

Don’t forget!!  HOBBY TIME is next Tuesday, April 21, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the FLC Fellowship Hall. 
COOKBOOKS – $12 per book with all proceeds going toward church mission projects


Stars Fell on Alabama

with the Ain’t Misbehavin’ Band

A Benefit Concert for the Pardada-Pardadi Girls’ School in India

Valley Intermediate School (2200 Highway 33, Pelham)

This Friday, April 17 – 7:00 p.m.

Casual Attire

Free Admission

desserts, soft drinks & coffee

Donations Appreciated!

Contact number:  682-5534





2nd Annual Sounds of Sumatanga

This Saturday, April 18

11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

A Great Day at Camp Sumatanga by the Lake!  Bring your Church Groups; Youth, Children and Adults.  Bring your Families and Friends.  Hey – Just Bring the Whole Neighborhood!  Meet us at the lake for Great Music, Lots of Great Food, Wonderful Arts & Crafts, Fantastic Kids and Youth Games and Activities.  Something for all ages!  Admission is only $5 per person – children age 4 and under are free.  This is a benefit event for Camp Sumatanga.  So, bring your lawn chairs and join us at our “little heaven on earth” called Sumatanga.  In case of rain, it will be held in Hutto Auditorium.  
Scheduled to perform:  
Fragile Existence (11 am)

SonRise (Noon)  

Al & Pashion Lewis (1 pm)  
Kids Worship Band-Clearbranch (2 pm)  Nick & Kelsey Jones (3 pm)  

Prov 36-Blountsville (4 pm)

For more information contact Kelley Neal (kelleynote@gmail.com)  OR

Go to our website:  www.soundsofsumatanga.com 


- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

NOTE:  We have a limited supply of the remaining casseroles.

Casserole Order Form – All proceeds go to the Capital Improvement Fund.  


Large
Small


$10.00
$7.00

Cornbread Dressing
_____
_____

Large
Small


$12.00
$8.00

Chicken Pot Pie     
_______
not available
Baked Ziti
not available
______

Potato & Sausage
______
not available
Name_______________ Phone # ____

Celebrating   
Our Lives Together 

Set aside July 12, 2009 for Celebration Sunday.

Make plans to be at church and stay for Lunch.


THE MISSION TEAM will meet Tuesday, May 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the FLC Fellowship Hall.  If you would like to be a part of the ministry of this team, you are most welcome to join us.

Homecoming Celebration - Sunday, May 3, 2009 – Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church is celebrating their 136th year.  Our guest minister this year will be Rev. Brian Wyatt (1998-2001).  A covered dish luncheon in the Family Life Center will follow the worship service which will begin at 10:30 a.m.  Everyone please bring at least 2 of your favorite dishes (meat, vegetables and/or dessert).  The church will furnish the tea and bread.  
     If you read this Newsletter please consider this your invitation to Homecoming.
HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE GRADUATES – Please contact the church office with the names of upcoming 2009 graduates of church members so they may be recognized on May 17 by the church.

SUNDAY MEAL – Jerry will be cooking a fundraising meal this Sunday, April 19.  Proceeds will be used for the new picnic area.  The menu is: Thick Cut Pork Chops, Macaroni & Cheese, Broccoli with Cheese Sauce, Salad, & Strawberry Short Cake.  Thank you in advance for your generous donations.  

Any money donated can be listed as a contribution (be sure to put your name on cash donations).

GRANITE CROSS & FLAME – The granite cross & flame on the patio will be dedicated this Sunday, April 19.
CHURCH MINISTRY COUNCIL MEETING – Next Monday, April 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the FLC Fellowship Hall.  All members of the church are members of the Church Ministry Council and are invited to attend.  All Team Leaders, Chairpersons, and Staff are expected to attend.

Note Time & Place Change - FINANCE TEAM MEETING – The Finance Team will meet next Monday, April 20 at 5:45 p.m. in the FLC Fellowship Hall.   Members are: Jill Vincent, Jane Daw, Margie Caldwell, Walter Kirkwood, Virginia Johns, Wayne Street, Mel Travis, Jeff Buckner, Bill Sadberry, Juanita Moore, Lisa Ambrose, Susan Burton, Linda Jasper, David McNair, Billy Woodard, Susan Straiton, Charles McPherson, & John Gates.

John Gates, Pastor          Web Site:  www.umcpleasantgrove.org              April 14, 2009
Parsonage 744-6975                     Pastor’s Cell 901-9913                    Office  744-7171

Not All Giving Is Equal

Okay, I’m biased. I think giving to your local church and the causes supported by your congregation is very good. Giving to television evangelist is bad. Call me biased by the fact that my congregation pays my salary and provides me with a home, but I still think I’m right.

Many advisors warn us to watch our giving at the same time we are generous. Miserly living leads to misery but to be too giving can actually cause more harm than good. Consider your children for instance. If you are going to buy your child a car, you should buy the safest and most reliable car you can afford. If you are going to buy them clothes, you should buy the best you can reasonably afford. But if you are going to give your children cash, you shouldn’t unless an allowance is given in return for daily chores and responsibilities in the family. Kids need to learn to earn. If everything is a gift, the child has trouble learning responsibility.

Consider helping the poor. This is far more difficult than we often assume. Giving money to an alcoholic doesn’t make a lot of sense. Give them food, clothes to wear, or medical help but do not become a codependent supporter of their drinking. The chronically poor present a similar problem. Without work-ethic or positive self image, almost any gift, even food, can contribute to continued dependency. But anyone can suddenly become homeless today, including mothers with children. Many a man needs a little help to get back on his feet. But seeing how street people learn to lie so quickly, it’s hard to tell who to help.

Another serious problem with giving is that many people in need will not ask for help and will even refuse help they desperately need because their pride would be wounded. Another problem: some people need so much help they can quickly drain the resources of supporters without making a dent in their debts. A person who is three months behind in their rent needs legal help rather than financial help.

Many people need non-financial help. Legal assistance, education, counseling, addiction treatment: these things need to come before financial help in many cases. But even these most intransigent cases need a little help now and then so they know the world (or God) has not turned a back to their needs.

We believe in generous giving as does every enduring religion I know of. But we also believe in prayer, the leading of the Holy Spirit, and common sense.

In Christ, John Gates

